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"RUSSIA: THE PEOPLE AND THE POWER" BY ROBERT 


KATSER 


THE VOICE OF AMERICA BRINGS YOU ANOTHER IN THE WEEKLY 
SERIES ....FROIM THE BOOKSHELF.... A SERIES IN WHICH WE 
REPORT ON GOOKS AMERICANS ARE READING. TODAY JOHN ALBERT'S 
REPORT ON “RUSSIA: THE PEOPLE AND THE PO'/ER"™ CY ROBERT 


KAISER, PUCLISHED BY ATHENEUM. 


HERE IS BOOK EDITOR --------------------- ; 


"RUSSIA: THE PEQPLE AND THE POUER," CY ROCERT KAISER, 


MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT FOR THE “WASHINGTON POST" FROM 


1971 TO 1974, IS A REPORTER'S EVALUATION OF HIS EXPERIENCE. 


KAISER'S BOOK APPEARED ALIOST AT THE SAME TINE AS THE 


BOOK "THE RUSSIANS," BY HIS COLLEAGUE FROM THE "NEW YORK 
TIMES,” HEDRICK SHITI#. GUT WHILE BOTH AUTHORS COVER SOME 
OF THE SAME GROUND, KAISER IS MOST CONCERNED WITH THE 
POLITICAL AND ECOHOnIC SYSTEIi UNDER WHICH THE SOVIET 
PEOPLE LIVE AND WHAT IT DOES TO THEIR LIVES; WHILE SMITH 
USES DESCRIPTIONS OF THE MANY PEOPLE HE MET AND THE WAY 


THEY LIVE TO ACQUAINT THE READER WITH OVERALL CONDITIONS. 


KAISER CALLS HIS BOOK “A PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION OF SOVIET 
LIFE AHD SOCIETY WRITTEI! FOR A CURIOUS AMATEUR." HE WANTS 
IT UNDERSTOOD THAT HIS CRITICISM OF SOME ASPECTS OF SOVIET 
LIFE DOES !H!0T NEAN THAT tHE ENDORSES THE CORRESPONDING 
FEATURES OF WESTERN LIFE. "ONLY A BLIND AND FOOLISH 
ANERICAN COULD CLAIN," HE WRITES, “THAT HIS COUNTRY HAS 


SOLVED THE PROGLEIIS OF HUMAN SOCIETY." 


CEDITOR: 
CCONT 'D) 


VOICE: 


EDITOR: 


FROM THE BOOKSHELF °141 PAGE 2 


STARTING FROM THIS MODEST PREMISE, THE AUTHOR PROCEEDS TO 
DESCRIBE WHAT HE SA'!, AGAII! AND AGAIN HE WARNS HIS READERS 
NOT TO APPLY \ESTERi! STANDARDS OF PROGRESS TO SOVIET 
SOCIETY. HE WRITES: 


BY THE QUITE FANTASTIC STANDARDS OF THE AFFLUENT WEST, 
RUSSTANS STILL LIVE AT A SUBSISTENCE LEVEL, OR JUST ABOVE 
IT. BYT BY THEIR Ot"! STAIIDARDS THE RUSSIANS' EXISTENCE 
IS CHANGING FUNDAMENTALLY, Al'D HAS ALREADY IMPROVED 


APPRECIABLY." 


ONE OF KAISER'S CASIC IMPRESSIOIi!S WAS THAT TOTALITARIAN 
POVER Iti THE SOVIET UNIO! IS BY NO MEANS ABSOLUTE. IN 
CONSTRAST TO HIS EXPECTATIONS, HE FOUND MUSH BUMBLING 
CONFUSION, IMPROVISATION AND HERE LUCK INVOLVED IN 
RUNNING THE USSR. IT IS BY HO MEANS TRUE, IN THE AUTHOR'S 
OPINION, THAT THE EItTIR= LIF® OF A SOVIET CITIZEn IS 
CONTROLLED FROM ABOVE. NUMEROUS DEVIATIONS FROM THE NORM 
ARE TOLERATED AND UNLESS A COMPLETE REVERSION TO 
STALINISM TAKES PLACE <= AN UNLIKELY EEVENTUALITY == THE 
AUTHORITIES KtO'! THAT THEY CANNOT IMPOSE CONSISTENT, 
RELIABLE DISCIPLINE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. AS A RESULT, 
KAISER FINOS THE SOVIET RULERS INSECURE AND DISTRUSTFUL 
OF THE CITIZENS. CONTROL IS ACCOMPLISHED BY A SYSTEM OF 


INCENTIVES FOR THOSE WHO COOPERATE. KAISER SAYS: 
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“NEARLY ALL RUSSIANS ACCEPT THEIR LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZE 
THEIR LIVES AROUND THE NORHS, CUSTOMS AND CRITERIA OF 
SUCCESS WHICH IT SAIICTIOSIS, RUSSIANS COMPLAIN, BUT SELDON 
CHALLENGE, THE STATUS QUO, THEY ACCEPT THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE PARTY. ONLY A TINY FRACTION OF THE POPULATION EVER 
DREAMS OF LIVING IN A DIFFERENT KIND OF SOCIETY, UNDER A 


DIFFERENT KIND OF REGIME, 


KAISER SEES SOMETHING IN THE RUSSTAi! CHARACTER WHICH TENDS 


TOVUARD SUCHISSIVENESS TO AUTHORITY. 


THE AUTHOR DEVOTES A MAJCR PORTION OF HIS GOOK TO SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY IN THE SOVIET UNION AND HOW, IN HIS OPINION, 
THE WEST HAS CONSISTENTLY OVERRATED SOVIET ACHIEVEMENTS 

It! THESE FIELDS. HE POINITS OUT THAT THE RUSSIANS 
ABANDONED THE RACE TO THE MOON YEARS AGO. HE THII'KS THE 
WEST'S EXCITEMENT OVER THE FIRST SPUTNIK AND SUBSEQUENT 
SOVIET ACCOMPLISHENENTS WAS OVERDONE. IN KAISER'S OPINION, 
THE SOVIETS WERE ALWAYS BEHII'O IN SPACE TECHNOLOGY. 
NEVERTHELESS, THE WRITER INSISTS, HIS OBJECT IS NOT TO 
RIDICULE OR UNDERRATE RUSSIAN ACHIEVEMENTS, WHICH ARE 
CONSIDERABLE, BUT RATHER TO TRY TO UNDERSTAND THE 
LIMITATIONS OF SOVIET STRENGTH, THE SOVIET UNION, HE 

SAYS, IS NOT A GREAT SCIENTIFIC POWER; IT IS A COUNTRY 
RICH IN SCIENTISTS AND LACORATORIES, BUT BURDENED BY 
BUREAUCRATIC INEFFICIENCY, POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND 
ISOLATION WHICH HOLD IT PACK. THE SOVIET UNION'S GREAT 
SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS ARE DESCRIBED AS EXCEPTIONS TO 


THE NORM, AND NOT THE OUTGROWTH OF A WELL=-BALANCED 
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EDITOR: SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROGRAI:. AS TO THE ECONONIC FEATS, 
CCONT'D) 
KAISER BELIEVES THAT THE SOVIETS MAY BE THE WORLD'S 
LEADING PRODUCER OF STEEL, SUT ARE GREATLY INEFFICIENT IN 
ITS USE. THE USSR, HE WRITES, ACHIEVES ITS PRINCIPAL 


ECONOMIC GOALS -- HIGII RATES OF HEAVY INDUSTRIAL AND 


MILITARY PRODUCTION AMD FULL EMPLOYMENT -- BY LAVISHING 
RESOURCES OF A LIMITED MUINBEP. OF OBJECTIVES. / HE 
| OBSERVES: 
VOICE: | "ERONICALLY, THE PRESENT SOVIET ECONOMY RESEMBLES NOTHING 
e SO NUCH AS THE MODEL OF "STATE HMOHOPOLY CAPITALISH' 


e 
a” 


WHICH SOVIET PROPAGAIDISTS ItvOrKe AS A DESCRIPTION OF 


|) THE WEST. ONLY IN THIS CASE ARE THERE 10 CAPITALISTS, 


JUST COMMUNIST PARTY OFFICIALS." [ee ene 


KAISER AGREES THAT THE PLANNED EXPLOITATION OF THE 


SOVIET UNION'S HUGE LASOR FORCE AND NATURAL 'IEALTH HAS 
MADE THE COUNTRY THE WORLD'S SECOND ECONOMIC POVER, BUT 
THAT EXPLOITATION ITSELF MANES IT UNLIKELY THE USSR WILL 
EVER MATCH “WESTERN EFFICIZICY OR TECHNOLOGICAL COMPETENCE. 
THE EXCELLENT QUALITY OF HOST MILITARY EQUIPMENT, HE 

SAYS, IS ACHIEVED BY THE MOST RIGID QUALITY CONTROL WHILE 


GOODS FOR THE CIVILIAN ECOHNOMY REMAIN SHODDY. / IN CONTRAST 


TO SOME OBSERVERS. KAISEf DOES NOT BELIEVE FOREIGN TRADE 


CAN OVERCOME THE WEAKNESSES OF THE SOVIET ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM. ItPORTING FOREIGi! PRODUCTS AND TECHI'OLOGY MAY 
FILL SOME OF THE GAPS LEFT BY UNEVEN DEVELOPHENT AT 


HOME, BUT THEY CANNOT GIVE THE SOVIET UNION AN 


EFFICIENT, PRODUCTIVE AND COMPETITIVE ECONOMY. 
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BASED ON THESE CONSIDERATIONS, KAISER SEES A SOVIET 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM WHICH IAS RELAXED SINCE STALIN'S TIME, 
BUT WHICH IS INCAPABLE OF FUHDANEMNTAL REFORM, MAITILY 
SECAUSE TilE PRESENT SOVIET LEADERS MAY FEEL THAT SUCH 
REFORM] OULD HAVE UNVELCOINE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES, 

If! PARTICULAR, DECENTRALIZATION. SUCH A PROCESS WOULD 
ENDANGER THE BUREAUCRATIC STRUCTURE OF THE PARTY AND 
THREATEN THE CENTRAL CONTROL FROM MOSCO!! ON WHICH THE 


PRESENT SYSTEM IS BASED. 


KAISER'S ANALYSIS OF THE BASIC WEAKIJESSES OF THE ECONONIC 
STRUCTURE OF THE SOVIET UI.ION CAUSES HIM TO SEE THE 
WEST AS CONSISTENTLY OVER-ESTINATING THE THREAT POSED BY 
SOVIET MILITARY STRENGTH. THE WEST, HE ARGUES, HAS 
GENERALLY IGNORED THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE COUNTRY'S 


WEAKNESSES IN NON-iKILITARY FIELDS. AS HE EXPLAINS IT: 


"WE HAVE GIVEN THE RUSSIAS MORE THAN THEIR OUE CREDIT 

FOR MILITARY PRONESS, AMIN IGHORED THEIR FAILINGS IN 
ECONOMIC AND TECHI!IOLOGICAL DEVELOPNEIIT, SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 
ANO THE REST. \E HAVE DEFINED STRENGT'! AND POWER IN PURELY 
MILITARY TERNS -- THE TERits MOST FAVORAGLE TO THE SOVIET 
UNION -- AMO THEN EXAGGERATED SOVIET POVTER. THE MOST 
OMINOUS INTERPRETATION OF SOVIET POWER AND INTEVTIONS CAN 
BE TAKEt! SERIOUSLY ONLY IF ONS IGNORES THE KIND OF SOCIETY 


THE SOVIET UNION IS AND THE WAY IT REALLY WoRis." 
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THE WASHINGTON POST'S FOR.TR HOSCO\! REPORTER SUHS UP HIS 


INPRESSIOM OF THREE YEARS SPEI'T IN THE SOVIET UNION, 


YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA VEEKLY 


PROGRAIN, EROM THE BOOUSHELF, IN WHICH VE REPORT ON BOOKS 


ANERICAHS ARE READING. TODAY'S SELECTION WAS "RUSSTA: 


THE PEOPLE AMO THE Porn." BY ROBERT G. KAISER. 

US AGAIN NEXT WEEK ...CAT THIS TIiiE) FOR ANOTHER 

FROM THE @OOSSHELF. THIS 18 -------2--e----H= ° 
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